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The fall of The Qing Dynasty
Introduction 
The Chinese civilization was one of the greatest to have ever existed. The Great Ming Dynasty ruled the Chinese for 276 years. The Qing Dynasty came into play after the Ming Dynasty in 1644 under the rule of Qing emperors, Qianlong, Kangxi and Emperor Yongzheng among others. This was after the fall of Ming Dynasty due to political instability and several rebellions. The Manchus’ who were the founders of the Qing Dynasty who reigned in China from 1644 to its final fall in 1911. Under the rule of its able and competent emperors, the Qing Dynasty grew geographically and in population size as a result of successful conquests and defeat of the Mongols in the 16th century leading to its further expansion to Mongolia, Nepal and Tibet. The empire was one of the most organized in the 18th century.
The fall of the Qing Dynasty
However, at the end of the eighteenth century, political and social challenges began facing China and the Qing Dynasty was affected more. The fall of the great empire was attributed to external and internal with corruption and inflation being the preeminent causes. Severe floods and famine which constantly struck the land combined with the population pressure of the large dynasty were also factors which aggravated the poor situation of the empire contributing further to its eventual fall.
The direct causative factors however were the constant rebellions against the Manchurians; Tai ping and Mian rebellions and imperialism. Caused by corruption and poor governance the rebellions showed the unrest and lack of faith of the people in the Manchurians. One such rebellion is the White Lotus rebellion of 1794-1805, formed by the locals, which was meant to overthrow the Qing dynasty. However it was crushed by the Qing army through it still existed in secrecy.
The Qing carried out commerce with the Western world trading in such goods as chinaware, silk, silver and mostly opium. However, the reluctance of China (Manchurians) to open up her coast to trade raised unrest among the Britons and other foreign merchants. Opium smuggling thus became inevitable. This sparked various wars which lead to the occurrence of the first Anglo-Chinese war, the First Opium War of 1839 to 1842.The war was brought to an end by the signing of the treaty of Nanjing. This marked the beginning of the British imperialism in China. The influence of France, Russia, US and Japan on China especially the Qing dynasty greatly affected China.
As a consequence, the people of China retaliated against the foreigners by forming the Boxer Rebellion in 1900. The government supported attacks orchestrated by the rebels on the foreigners. The rebels killed many Chinese Christians and European missionaries. The Nanjing treaty however, didn’t suffice and the British felt that they had failed to meet their trade goals and diplomatic relations. Thus together with the French they started the Second Opium. They attacked China unawares occupying Canton in the late 1800’s. Due to superior weaponry and much preparation the two European nations won the war which they waged on the Chinese. The British seized a lot of silver from the China men. They further imposed a series of Unequal Treaties which weakened the Qing dynasty even more. The Treaty of Egg, in 1858 led to the Russian empire acquiring land in the Qing Empire further devastating it.
In the event of these constant wars, the Dungan revolt occurred. A war between the Qing Dynasty and the empire of Japan, the Dungan revolt was an ethnic and religious war which resulted in many people losing their lives in 1894. 
The last blow to the Qing Dynasty came when the Japanese, Europeans and Russian armies formed an alliance, The 8th Nation alliance. These foreign invaders killed and maimed many Chinese including the leaders of the Boxer Rebellion. The Qing Dynasty was struck so hard that its attempts to reform brought no success. A revolutionist, Sun Yat-Sen led to the foundation of a new China after the complete annihilation of the dynasty in 1911 due to a mini revolution in Wahun. This eventually led to the foundation of the Republic of China (1912-1949).
Conclusion
Conclusively, despite its prosperity in commerce and vast industrialization the Qing dynasty faced internal challenges from the locals who regarded the Manchurians as foreigners and external aggression from the Europeans which led to the fall of the empire. Grievous losses due to the revolts and most especially the death of the Empress of Qing (1908) contributed to the collapse of the empire, the Great Qing Dynasty.
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